
PH
ILEM

O
N

PH
ILEM

O
N

PH
ILEM

O
N

Free to Love G
od's W

ay



w
el
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e 
m

es
sa

ge This  letter  is  a story that encompasses al l  of  the above.

We are excited to walk through th is  story with you to

chal lenge our hearts  and minds to reconci le so that we

may see people the way the Lord sees them.. .even i f  they

have wronged you in the past .  Once Jesus is  accepted as

our Lord and Savior ,  our  past  is  wiped clean and God is

able to redeem it  for  our  good and His  glory.  That

forgiveness is  personif ied in the advocacy Paul  extends for

Onesimus to Phi lemon. 

Phi lemon,  a man of prest ige and true faith ,  exper ienced

the same person in two completely  different ways.

Onesimus,  a s lave,  became Phi lemon's  Chr ist ian brother

after  learning about Chr ist  f rom Paul  dur ing his

impr isonment and having a change of heart .  Paul  used his

inf luence and relat ionship with Phi lemon to welcome the

opportunity  for  brotherhood and forgiveness.  

Our prayer is  that you are encouraged to ref lect on or

prepare to:

Let 's  be free to love God's  way.

Grace & Peace,

Eric & Antoinette Patrick

info@harvestministries.org

Influence.Influence.                          Forgiveness.Forgiveness.                        Advocacy.Advocacy.                        Reconciliation.Reconciliation.

Use your level  of  inf luence to be an advocate for

someone who tru ly  deserves a second chance.

Forgive those who have caused hurt  in  your l i fe.

Al low a mentor to inf luence change in your l i fe and

possibly  be an advocate for  your future.
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDEHOW TO USE THIS GUIDEHOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
This  B ible study guide was designed with you,  you,  you,  and yes,

you too in mind.  There 's  a l i t t le something for  everyone.  I t  i s

considered to be a 3- in-1  sty le.  You can choose 1 ,  2,  or  a l l  of  the

fol lowing opt ions.  Prayerfu l ly ,  you wi l l  keep this  guide by your s ide 

wel l  after  we f in ish i t  th is  go round. The opt ion(s)  you don't  choose

today wi l l  provide you another opportunity  2,  4,  or  even 10 years

from now to enjoy again and again,  in  a total ly  new way!

S.O.A.P. Study

S.O.A.P. is an acronym for Scripture, Observation, Application, and

Prayer. This experience encourages you to meditate on a specific

passage from the Bible, document your observations, discover ways it

can be applied to your life, and pray about what has been revealed to

you during this time.

Word Study

A word study is a great way to not only learn new words but discover

their meanings in the context that they're being used (e.g. blue skies

versus feeling blue), the original language they were written in, and

how they connect with other passages throughout the Bible.

Question Study

Answering the questions related to each passage will prompt a

personal, reflective experience. They will also provide opportunities to

discover how Scripture applies to your past, present, and future. Some

answers can be pulled directly from Scripture, but for a majority of the

questions there is no right or wrong answer.

C H O O S E  Y O U R  C U S T O M  E X P E R I E N C E
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CONTENTSCONTENTSCONTENTS
01

02

03

04

WHO

WHAT

WHEN

WHERE

05
WHY

06
THEMES

Onesimus,  a runaway s lave,  is  the main subject of

the letter .  Paul ,  a Jewish man from Tarsus and

apost le ,  is  the author.  Phi lemon,  Apphia,  Archippus,

and their  church plant are his  audience. 

Onesimus ran away from his  master ,  Phi lemon,  for

fear of  punishment after  wronging Phi lemon. Paul

wr i tes th is  letter  (epist le)  to Phi lemon ask ing for

mercy on Onesimus '  behalf  after  h is  convers ion.

Paul  wrote al l  of  h is  epist les in 1st  century AD (post-

resurrect ion)  with th is  letter  being wr i t ten whi le in

pr ison.

Onesimus is  v is i t ing Paul ,  who is  in  pr ison,  poss ibly

in Rome, whi le Phi lemon,  Apphia,  Archippus,  have

started a church plant in Colossae. 

This  letter  encourages readers to evangel ize and

reconci le re lat ionships between Chr ist ians.  Onesimus,

whose name means "useful" ,  d id not l ive up to h is

name pr ior  to h is  convers ion.  Now that Onesimus is  a

Chr ist ian,  Paul  cosigns that he is  a useful  brother in

Chr ist  and can be helpful  in  shar ing the gospel  in

Colossae. 

Forgiveness ,  Reconci l iat ion,  Salvat ion,  Sanct if icat ion

-4-



WHO IS ONESIMUS?WHO IS ONESIMUS?WHO IS ONESIMUS?
Aliases

N/A
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     and with him Onesimus, our
faithful and beloved brother,
who is one of your number."

9a

(Colossians 4)

Superlatives

Messenger (Colossians 4:7-9)

Reborn Christian (Philemon 1:10)

Useful (Philemon 1:11)

Beloved Brother (Philemon 1:12,16)

Minister (Philemon 1:13)

Runaway Slave (Philemon 1:15-16)

Audience

Paul while

visiting him in

prison;

Philemon,

Apphia,

Archippus,

and their

home church

after being

sent back by

Paul

Jobs

Slave;

Minister

Hometown

Most Likely

Ephesus or

Colossae



       For some days he was with
the disciples at Damascus. And
immediately he proclaimed
Jesus in the synagogues, saying,
'He is the Son of God.'"

Christian Persecutor (Acts 8:1-3, 9:1-2, 21, 22:4, 26:10-11; 1

Corinthians 15:9; Galatians 1:13-14, 22-23; Philippians 3:6; 1

Timothy 1:13-15)

Well-Traveled Missionary (Acts 13-28)

Prisoner (Acts 16:23-24, 28:30-31; 2 Corinthians 11:25;

Ephesians 3:1)

Artisan Tentmaker (Acts 18:3; 20:34; 2 Thessalonians 3:8)

Teacher (Acts 19:2-5)

Well-Educated Pharisee (Acts 23:6, 26:5; Galatians 1:14;

Philippians 3:5)

Apostle to the Gentiles (1 Corinthians 9:1-2; 2 Corinthians 11:5)

Bold and Confrontational (Romans 15:15; Galatians 2:11-14)

WHO IS PAUL?WHO IS PAUL?WHO IS PAUL?
Aliases

Hometown

Jobs

Audience

Superlatives

Saul; Saul of

Tarsus; Paul

the Jew;

Apostle Paul

Born in Tarsus,

Cilicia (modern

day Turkey)

Apostle;

Preacher;

Missionary;

Author

Paul spoke to

Jews but

mainly

Gentiles

about Jesus

and the

resurrection

19b

20

(Acts 9)
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3rd Miss ion Tr ip

Impr isoned in Rome

(Wrote More Epist les)

1st  Miss ion Tr ip

School ing,  Phar isee,

and Persecutor

A . D .  4 - 1 4

A . D .  3 3 - 3 6

A . D .  4 9 - 5 2

A . D .  5 1 - 5 9

A . D .  5 7 - 6 0

A . D .  6 2 - 6 6

A . D .  1 5 - 3 3

A . D .  4 6 - 4 8

A . D .  5 2 - 5 7

A . D .  5 7

Convers ion to Chr ist ianity

2nd Miss ion Tr ip

On Tr ia l  Before Fel ix

and Agr ippa

Wrote Some of the Epist les

Voyage to Rome (Shipwrecked)

Martyred in Rome

F R O M  T A R S U S  T O  T R I U M P T H

PAUL'S JOURNEYPAUL'S JOURNEYPAUL'S JOURNEY

Born in Tarsus (Roman Cit izen)

A . D .  6 0 - 6 2



LORD JESUS CHRIST

O F  T H E

THE GRACE

YOUR SPIRIT

B E  W I T H



WEEK ONEWEEK ONEWEEK ONE
PHILEMONPHILEMONPHILEMON



P A U L ,  A  P R I S O N E R  F O R  C H R I S T  J E S U S ,  A N D
T I M O T H Y  O U R  B R O T H E R ,

DAY ONEDAY ONEDAY ONE
PHILEMON 1:1a

W
E

E
K

 1

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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DAY 1

PHILEMON 1:1a

W
E

E
K

 1

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

-1 1-



1 .  What is  Paul  ta lk ing about when he says that he 's  a pr isoner for

Chr ist  Jesus?

2. How would you descr ibe being a pr isoner for  Chr ist?

3.  Paul  considers T imothy a "Chr ist ian brother."  What do you th ink

would qual i fy  someone as a Chr ist ian brother/s ister?

4.  Do you have a re lat ionship with someone whom you would

consider a Chr ist ian brother/s ister? I f  so,  who & why?

QUESTIONS

DAY 1

PHILEMON 1:1a

W
E

E
K

 1
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NOTES
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 T O  P H I L E M O N  O U R  B E L O V E D  F E L L O W  W O R K E R
A N D  A P P H I A  O U R  S I S T E R  A N D  A R C H I P P U S  O U R
F E L L O W  S O L D I E R ,  A N D  T H E  C H U R C H  I N  Y O U R
H O U S E :

DAY TWODAY TWODAY TWO
PHILEMON 1:1b-2

W
E

E
K

 1

1 b

2

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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DAY 2

PHILEMON 1:1b-2

W
E

E
K

 1

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY
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1 .  What does the word "beloved" mean?

2. The letter  is  not only  addressed to Phi lemon but a few others

including a church that meets as h is  home. Why do you th ink Paul

addressed him along with a group instead of pr ivately? 

3.  Dur ing Paul 's  t ime,  church bui ld ings as we know them today did

not exist  so people had to meet in their  homes.  What would "having

church" or  fe l lowship in your home look l ike today?

DAY 2

PHILEMON 1:1b-2

W
E

E
K

 1

QUESTIONS
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NOTES

-17-



G R A C E  T O  Y O U  A N D  P E A C E  F R O M  G O D  O U R
F A T H E R  A N D  T H E  L O R D  J E S U S  C H R I S T .

DAY THREEDAY THREEDAY THREE
PHILEMON 1:3

W
E

E
K

 1

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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DAY 3

PHILEMON 1:3

W
E

E
K

 1

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY
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1 .  Why should we give grace to other people?

2. How can you extend grace to someone you know this  week? Keep

a journal  of  your progress.

3.  Do you bel ieve grace and peace always go hand-in-hand?

4. Why did Paul  ment ion both God the Father and God the Son (Jesus

Chr ist )?

DAY 3

PHILEMON 1:3

W
E

E
K

 1

QUESTIONS

-20-



NOTES
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I  T H A N K  M Y  G O D  A L W A Y S  W H E N  I  R E M E M B E R  Y O U
I N  M Y  P R A Y E R S ,

DAY FOURDAY FOURDAY FOUR
PHILEMON 1:4

W
E

E
K

 1

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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DAY 4

PHILEMON 1:4

W
E

E
K

 1

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY
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1 .  Who in your l i fe have you given God thanks for  and why?

2. Have you not iced a t ransi t ion in the way that you pray for  someone?

3.  Wr i te a prayer to God giv ing thanks for  someone else not ment ioned

above in quest ion one.  Use the next page i f  you need more space.

DAY 4

PHILEMON 1:4

W
E

E
K

 1

QUESTIONS

-24-



NOTES
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B E C A U S E  I  H E A R  O F  Y O U R  L O V E  A N D  O F  T H E
F A I T H  T H A T  Y O U  H A V E  T O W A R D  T H E  L O R D  J E S U S
A N D  F O R  A L L  T H E  S A I N T S ,

DAY FIVEDAY FIVEDAY FIVE
PHILEMON 1:5

W
E

E
K

 1

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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DAY 5

PHILEMON 1:5

W
E

E
K

 1

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY
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1 .  Who in your l i fe displays love towards other people l ike no one

you've ever seen before?

     Name at least  three people that you can show      

     more love too.

     a.

     b.

     c .

2.  Who in your l i fe do you admire because they have a strong

faith in God?

3. I f  your  c losest  f r iends and acquaintances were asked about

your reputat ion of love and faithfu lness ,  what would they say?

4. How can you bui ld on your faith in God?

DAY 5

PHILEMON 1:5

W
E

E
K

 1

QUESTIONS
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NOTES
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I  A L W A Y S  T H A N K
M Y  G O D  W H E N  I

R E M E M B E R  Y O U  I N
M Y  P R A Y E R S .



WEEK TWOWEEK TWOWEEK TWO
PHILEMONPHILEMONPHILEMON



A N D  I  P R A Y  T H A T  T H E  S H A R I N G  O F  Y O U R  F A I T H
M A Y  B E C O M E  E F F E C T I V E  F O R  T H E  F U L L
K N O W L E D G E  O F  E V E R Y  G O O D  T H I N G  T H A T  I S  I N
U S  F O R  T H E  S A K E  O F  C H R I S T .

DAY ONEDAY ONEDAY ONE

W
E

E
K

 2

PHILEMON 1:6

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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DAY 1

PHILEMON 6

W
E

E
K

 2

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

-33-



1 .  How do you know if  the shar ing of your faith has become

effect ive?

     What does ineffect ive faith look l ike to you?

2. Wr i te about a t ime you have seen yours or  someone else 's  faith

be effect ive.  Use the next page i f  you need more space.

3.  What "good things" are in you to share with others for  the sake

of Chr ist? I t  i s  perfect ly  okay to celebrate how wonderful  God has

created you!

     Who can share your faith with th is  week that may need to hear 

     i t  most?

DAY 1

PHILEMON 1:6

W
E

E
K

 2

QUESTIONS
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NOTES

-35-



F O R  I  H A V E  D E R I V E D  M U C H  J O Y  A N D  C O M F O R T
F R O M  Y O U R  L O V E ,  M Y  B R O T H E R ,  B E C A U S E  T H E
H E A R T S  O F  T H E  S A I N T S  H A V E  B E E N  R E F R E S H E D
T H R O U G H  Y O U .

DAY TWODAY TWODAY TWO

W
E

E
K

 2

PHILEMON 1:7

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application

-36-



DAY 2

PHILEMON 1:7

W
E

E
K

 2

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

-37-



1 .  Paul  is  exper iencing joy and comfort  in  pr ison from people l ike

Phi lemon. Who in your l i fe br ings you joy and comfort  dur ing tough

t imes? This  can be more than one person.

     What do they say or  do that makes you feel  th is  way?

2. What does "refreshed" mean to you?

3.  Have you been "refreshed" by someone else 's  love? I f  so,  who

and how?

DAY 2

PHILEMON 1:7

W
E

E
K

 2

QUESTIONS

-38-



NOTES
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DAY THREEDAY THREEDAY THREE
PHILEMON 1:8-9

W
E

E
K

 2

 A C C O R D I N G L Y ,  T H O U G H  I  A M  B O L D  E N O U G H  I N  C H R I S T
T O  C O M M A N D  Y O U  T O  D O  W H A T  I S  R E Q U I R E D ,  Y E T  F O R
L O V E ’ S  S A K E  I  P R E F E R  T O  A P P E A L  T O  Y O U — I ,  P A U L ,  A N
O L D  M A N  A N D  N O W  A  P R I S O N E R  A L S O  F O R  C H R I S T  J E S U S

8

9

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application

-40-



DAY 3

PHILEMON 1:8-9

W
E

E
K

 2

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

-41-



1 .  Can you th ink of  when you tr ied to use power and posit ion

versus a t ime you served with love? How did the results  compare?

     I s  i t  poss ible to rev is i t  that s i tuat ion and extend more grace 

     and love?

2. Wr i te a prayer ask ing God for  guidance with your act ions

towards others on a separate piece of paper or  on a device.  Keep

this  prayer somewhere you wi l l  see i t  f requent ly  as a reminder to

lead with love.

DAY 3

PHILEMON 1:8-9

W
E

E
K

 2

QUESTIONS

-42-



NOTES

-43-



I  A P P E A L  T O  Y O U  F O R  M Y  C H I L D ,  O N E S I M U S ,
W H O S E  F A T H E R  I  B E C A M E  I N  M Y  I M P R I S O N M E N T .

DAY FOURDAY FOURDAY FOUR

W
E

E
K

 2

PHILEMON 1:10

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application

-44-



DAY 4

PHILEMON 1:10

W
E

E
K

 2

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY
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1 .  Th ink about a t ime when you should have spoken on someone

else 's  behalf .  Br ief ly ,  wr i te out that story below. Use the next

page i f  you need more space.

     How do you feel  your advocacy could 've made a difference in 

     thei r  outcome?

2. What do you th ink happened between Onesimus and Paul  for

Paul  to become an advocate for  Onesimus '  character? Use your

imaginat ion.

DAY 4

PHILEMON 1:10

W
E

E
K

 2

QUESTIONS

-46-



NOTES
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( F O R M E R L Y  H E  W A S  U S E L E S S  T O  Y O U ,  B U T  N O W
H E  I S  I N D E E D  U S E F U L  T O  Y O U  A N D  T O  M E . )  I  A M
S E N D I N G  H I M  B A C K  T O  Y O U ,  S E N D I N G  M Y  V E R Y
H E A R T .

DAY FIVEDAY FIVEDAY FIVE
PHILEMON 1:11-12

W
E

E
K

 2

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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DAY 5

PHILEMON 1:11-12

W
E

E
K

 2

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

-49-



1 .  Compare and contrast  these two words.

2.  Here,  Paul  is  being an advocate for  Onesimus about a shift  in

his  l i fe.  How has God been an advocate for  you dur ing a shift  in

your l i fe?

Did that advocacy come in the form of a person or  an

opportunity? Explain below and use the next page i f  you need

more space.

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS

DAY 5

PHILEMON 1:11-12

W
E

E
K

 2
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Useless Useful



NOTES
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WEEK THREEWEEK THREEWEEK THREE
PHILEMONPHILEMONPHILEMON



 I  W O U L D  H A V E  B E E N  G L A D  T O  K E E P  H I M  W I T H  M E ,  I N  O R D E R
T H A T  H E  M I G H T  S E R V E  M E  O N  Y O U R  B E H A L F  D U R I N G  M Y
I M P R I S O N M E N T  F O R  T H E  G O S P E L ,  B U T  I  P R E F E R R E D  T O  D O
N O T H I N G  W I T H O U T  Y O U R  C O N S E N T  I N  O R D E R  T H A T  Y O U R
G O O D N E S S  M I G H T  N O T  B E  B Y  C O M P U L S I O N  B U T  O F  Y O U R
O W N  A C C O R D .  

DAY ONEDAY ONEDAY ONE

W
E

E
K

 3

PHILEMON 1:13-14

1 3

1 4

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

DAY 1

PHILEMON 1:13-14

W
E

E
K

 3

-55-



1 .  Have you ever taken someone in as your own fami ly? This  can be

physical ly  in  your home or in  a support ive nature outs ide of your

home. What encouraged you to do that? How was the exper ience?

Use the next page i f  you need more space.

2.  What does the word " integr i ty"  mean to you?

     How important is  integr i ty  to you?

QUESTIONS

DAY 1

PHILEMON 1:13-14

W
E

E
K

 3
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NOTES
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 F O R  T H I S  P E R H A P S  I S  W H Y  H E  W A S  P A R T E D  F R O M  Y O U  F O R
A  W H I L E ,  T H A T  Y O U  M I G H T  H A V E  H I M  B A C K  F O R E V E R ,  N O
L O N G E R  A S  A  B O N D S E R V A N T  B U T  M O R E  T H A N  A
B O N D S E R V A N T ,  A S  A  B E L O V E D  B R O T H E R — E S P E C I A L L Y  T O  M E ,
B U T  H O W  M U C H  M O R E  T O  Y O U ,  B O T H  I N  T H E  F L E S H  A N D  I N
T H E  L O R D .

1 5

1 6

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application

-58-

DAY TWODAY TWODAY TWO

W
E

E
K

 3

PHILEMON 1:15-16



TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

DAY 2

PHILEMON 1:15-16

W
E

E
K

 3

-59-



1 .  Have you ever cut people out of  l i fe that you fel t  h indered your

personal  growth?

     How do you feel  they were holding you back?

     How did you change,  i f  at  al l ,  after  removing them 

     f rom your l i fe?

     Would you be able to accept that person back into your l i fe

     today i f  you could see evidence of change? I f  so,  what 

would be the steps to make th is  happen?

2. Read John 15: 12-17.

QUESTIONS

-60-

DAY 2

PHILEMON 1:15-16

W
E

E
K

 3



NOTES
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S O  I F  Y O U  C O N S I D E R  M E  Y O U R  P A R T N E R ,
R E C E I V E  H I M  A S  Y O U  W O U L D  R E C E I V E  M E .

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application

-62-

DAY THREEDAY THREEDAY THREE
PHILEMON 1:17

W
E

E
K

 3



DAY 3

PHILEMON 1:17

W
E

E
K

 3

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

-63-



1 .  Why do you th ink i t  i s  d iff icult  for  us to receive people the same

way Chr ist  receives us?

2. Paul  was conf ident in Phi lemon's  t rust  in  h im. Do those close to

you have the same trust  in  you? 

3.  Wr i te a prayer of  forgiveness below. Use the next page i f  you

need more space.

QUESTIONS

-64-

DAY 3

PHILEMON 1:17

W
E

E
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 3
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 I F  H E  H A S  W R O N G E D  Y O U  A T  A L L ,  O R  O W E S  Y O U
A N Y T H I N G ,  C H A R G E  T H A T  T O  M Y  A C C O U N T .  I ,  P A U L ,
W R I T E  T H I S  W I T H  M Y  O W N  H A N D :  I  W I L L  R E P A Y  I T — T O  S A Y
N O T H I N G  O F  Y O U R  O W I N G  M E  E V E N  Y O U R  O W N  S E L F .

DAY FOURDAY FOURDAY FOUR
PHILEMON 1:18-19

W
E

E
K

 3

1 8

1 9

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

DAY 4

PHILEMON 1:18-19

W
E

E
K

 3
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1 .  Was someone instrumental  in  your salvat ion? Who was i t  and

what happened?

2. I f  you are able,  contact that person to reminisce.  I f  you are not

able,  wr i te a prayer thanking God for  thei r  impact.  Use the next

page i f  you need more space.

QUESTIONS

-68-

DAY 4

PHILEMON 1:18-19

W
E

E
K

 3
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S O  I F  Y O U  C O N S I D E R  M E

Y O U R  P A R T N E R ,  R E C E I V E  H I M

A S  Y O U  W O U L D  R E C E I V E  M E .



WEEK FOURWEEK FOURWEEK FOUR
PHILEMONPHILEMONPHILEMON



DAY ONEDAY ONEDAY ONE

W
E

E
K

 4

Y E S ,  B R O T H E R ,  I  W A N T  S O M E  B E N E F I T  F R O M  Y O U
I N  T H E  L O R D .  R E F R E S H  M Y  H E A R T  I N  C H R I S T .

PHILEMON 1:20

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application

-72-



DAY 1

PHILEMON 1:20

W
E

E
K

 4

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY
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1 .  What does i t  mean to "benef i t  in  the Lord?"

2.  How can you refresh someone else 's  heart  in  Chr ist?

QUESTIONS

-74-

DAY 1

PHILEMON 1:20

W
E

E
K

 4



NOTES
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DAY TWODAY TWODAY TWO

W
E

E
K

 4

PHILEMON 1:21

C O N F I D E N T  O F  Y O U R  O B E D I E N C E ,  I  W R I T E  T O
Y O U ,  K N O W I N G  T H A T  Y O U  W I L L  D O  E V E N  M O R E
T H A N  I  S A Y .

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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DAY 2

PHILEMON 1:21

W
E

E
K
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TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

-77-



1 .  Do you struggle with obedience? Why is  i t  such a struggle?

2. Think about a t ime you went above and beyond for  someone

else.  What did you do? How did i t  make you feel?

3.  Think about a t ime someone went above and beyond for  you.

What did they do? How did i t  make you feel?

QUESTIONS

-78-

DAY 2

PHILEMON 1:21

W
E

E
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DAY THREEDAY THREEDAY THREE
PHILEMON 1:22

W
E

E
K

 4

A T  T H E  S A M E  T I M E ,  P R E P A R E  A  G U E S T  R O O M  F O R
M E ,  F O R  I  A M  H O P I N G  T H A T  T H R O U G H  Y O U R
P R A Y E R S  I  W I L L  B E  G R A C I O U S L Y  G I V E N  T O  Y O U .

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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DAY 3

PHILEMON 1:22

W
E

E
K

 4

TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY
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QUESTIONS

-82-

1 .  Why is  i t  important to be hospitable to people?

2. Paul  understood the power of prayer for  others.  L ist  three

people below that you wi l l  commit  to pray for  th is  week.

     a.

     b.

     c .

DAY 3

PHILEMON 1:22

W
E

E
K
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DAY FOURDAY FOURDAY FOUR

W
E

E
K

 4

PHILEMON 1:23-24

 E P A P H R A S ,  M Y  F E L L O W  P R I S O N E R  I N  C H R I S T
J E S U S ,  S E N D S  G R E E T I N G S  T O  Y O U ,  A N D  S O  D O
M A R K ,  A R I S T A R C H U S ,  D E M A S ,  A N D  L U K E ,  M Y
F E L L O W  W O R K E R S .

2 3

2 4

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

DAY 4

PHILEMON 1:23-24

W
E
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QUESTIONS

-86-

1 .  On day one dur ing week one,  you shared your def in i t ion of

being a pr isoner in Chr ist .  Who in your l i fe would you consider a

pr isoner(s)  in  Chr ist  and would be conf ident in sending other

people to them for  help? Why? Use the next page i f  you need

more space.

2.  Read James 1 :22-25 in The Message (MSG) trans lat ion.  What

does James say about not being hearers but doers of  the Word?

DAY 4

PHILEMON 1:23-24

W
E

E
K
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DAY FIVEDAY FIVEDAY FIVE

T H E  G R A C E  O F  T H E  L O R D  J E S U S  C H R I S T  B E  W I T H
Y O U R  S P I R I T .

PHILEMON 1:25

W
E

E
K

 4

Scripture Observation

Prayer Application
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TRANSLATIONS

CROSS REFERENCES

WORD STUDY

DAY 5

PHILEMON 1:25

W
E

E
K
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QUESTIONS

-90-

1 .  Rewrite Ephesians 2:8-10 in your own words.

2.  Wr i te a prayer to Jesus giv ing thanks for  His  grace in your l i fe

and for  those around you.  Use the next page i f  you need more

space.

DAY 5

PHILEMON 1:25

W
E

E
K

 4
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refresh my heart
in Christ



REFLECTIONREFLECTIONREFLECTION
PHILEMONPHILEMONPHILEMON



1 .  What has th is  study taught you about grace towards others?

2. How has your prayer l i fe changed s ince the beginning of th is

study?

REFLECTION

-94-



3.  What are some s imi lar i t ies and differences among the people

you’ve l i s ted throughout th is  study?

4. How has God's  Word changed your faith in Him?

5. What ’s  one th ing you’ve learned from this  study that you plan

to pay i t  forward?

REFLECTION

-95-
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APPENDIX

-97-

Blue Letter  B ible (www.blueletterbible.org)

YouVers ion Bible app (www.youvers ion.com)

RightNow Media (www.r ightnowmedia.org)

Bible Project (www.bibleproject.com)

Logos (www.logos.com)

YOUR BIBLE

STUDY BIBLE

A study Bible is  s imi lar  to your normal B ible but sometimes

includes histor ical  research and/or commentary.  To expand upon

the histor ical  research,  study Bibles typical ly  include everything in

your regular  B ible PLUS other resources such as t imel ines,  charts ,

out l ines,  more maps,  and commentar ies.  Commentary is  s imply

someone else 's  opin ions.  ALWAYS REMEMBER that you want to

develop your own opinion before you look at someone else 's .

ONLINE TOOLS

You should ALWAYS start  with YOUR OWN BIBLE!  I t ' s  God's

inspired Word and the best  way to connect with Him without

outs ide inf luences on your interpretat ion.  Also,  the more you use

your Bible,  the more comfortable you ' l l  get with i t  and the more

l ikely  God's  Word wi l l  be wr i t ten on your heart .  In  addit ion to

Scr ipture,  your B ible usual ly  includes one or  more of the fol lowing:

a table of contents ,  cross-references (usual ly  in  the margins) ,

topical  indexes,  a concordance,  maps,  and more.  

As great as a tangible Bible is  to have in your grasp,  onl ine tools

can also come in handy,  whether you ' re us ing your computer or

mobi le phone. A few tools  that we recommend are:

This  appendix includes a few tools  that we use and highly

recommend for  anyone doing a Bible study.



SALVATION

I f  you or  someone you know has never accepted Chr ist  and has the

desi re to obtain the gift  of  salvat ion,  use th is  prayer as a guide:

"Heavenly  Father ,  I  am so thankful  for  Your Word that has led me

to salvat ion.  Thank You,  Jesus ,  for  dy ing on the cross and r is ing on

the th i rd day to conquer s in ,  just  for  me. I  humbly welcome You

into my heart  and turn my l i fe over to You as my Lord and Savior .

P lease forgive my s ins and reveal  Your wi l l  for  my l i fe so I  am able

to share th is  precious gift  of  salvat ion with others.  Help me to

remove everything from my l i fe that is  not l ike You.  I  bel ieve in You

and trust  You with al l  that I  am. Thank You,  Jesus ,  for  eternal

salvat ion.  In  Your name, I  pray,  Amen."

Once you pray to God for  salvat ion through Chr ist  and wi l l ingly

turn away from s in ( repentance) ,  you wi l l  jo in God's  eternal  fami ly .

That 's  i t !  P lease do not neglect to celebrate th is  monumental

moment of your l i fe with a fel low bel iever .

"For God so loved the wor ld,  that He gave His  only  Son,  that

whoever bel ieves in Him should not per ish but have eternal  l i fe."  

-  John 3: 16

"Therefore,  s ince we have been just i f ied by faith ,  we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Chr ist ."  -  Romans 5: 1

"but God shows His  love for  us in that whi le we were st i l l  s inners ,

Chr ist  died for  us."  -  Romans 5:8

"But God, being r ich in mercy,  because of the great love with

which He loved us ,  even when we were dead in our  t respasses,

made us al ive together with Chr ist-by grace you have been saved"

- Ephesians 2:4-5

" I  wr i te these th ings to you who bel ieve in the name of the Son of

God, that you may know that you have eternal  l i fe."  -  1  John 5: 13

"How can I  be saved?"

What the Bible says about salvation.. .
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